Linear Languages Ontario s Mother Tongues
Fathom workshop activity

Think of the 49 different counties, districts, and regional municipalities in Ontario. Each of
these has a certain number of native English speakers, native French speakers, and people
whose native language is something else. Which of the following statements do you think are
true? Discuss in your group.

e The more people an area has the more English speakers it has.
e The more English speakers an area has the fewer French speakers it has.
e The proportion of English speakers is about the same in all areas.

e The higher the proportion of French speakers, the lower the proportion of those whose
mother tongue is neither English nor French.

Come up with at least two more conjectures.
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