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CHAPTER 6 Calculator Notes for the TI-83 and TI-83/84 Plus

Note 6A • INOUTEXP Program

This program is similar to the INOUT program for linear rules. Here, however,
the two lists are related by an exponential rule. You need to study the lists and
determine the rule. The rule is in the form A(1 � r)x, where x takes the values
in the input list. Your job is to find the values for A and r. The program
provides access to a “Calculator” screen as well as a “Hint” screen.

(continued)
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Note 6B • Equivalent Expressions

Two expressions are equivalent if they always have the same value regardless of
the value of the variables. You can use your calculator to check whether two
expressions are equivalent or not. The procedure is different depending on
whether your expressions have one variable or more than one variable.

Note 6A • INOUTEXP Program (continued) TI-83 and TI-83/84 Plus

(continued)

(PROGRAM: INOUTEXP continued)
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Note 6B • Equivalent Expressions (continued) TI-83 and TI-83/84 Plus

Expressions with One Variable
To check whether or not 5 � b � b � b is equivalent to 5b3:

a. Enter the expressions into Y1 and Y2 in the Y� screen, replacing the
variable, in this case b, with x.

b. Press [TABLE] and look at the calculator table to see if both
expressions give the same result for each value of x.

c. Press [TBLSET] and change TblStart and ΔTbl to make the table show
any set of variable values you like.

This example shows that 5 � b � b � b is equivalent to 5b3.

Expressions with More Than One Variable
Follow these steps to check whether or not 5a4b3 � 3a3b5 is equivalent to 15a7b8:

a. Your calculator has a stored value for each variable a and b in its
current memory. To see your variable values, enter a into the Home 
screen by pressing [A] . Next, enter b into the Home screen 
and press . (The values in your calculator will probably be 
different than those shown on the screen here.)

b. Compare the values of the two expressions. Enter each of the two
expressions into the Home screen, pressing after each.

For the current variable values, the expressions are equal. But for the
expressions to be equivalent, their values must be equal for any variable values.
To be sure that the expressions are equivalent and not just equal for the one
pair of variable values you tried, you need to evaluate the expressions for at
least several other variable values. Note: If your expressions involve division
by a variable, be sure not to use 0 as a variable value because you will get an
ERR: DIVIDE BY 0 message. Division by 0 is undefined.

c. To change the currently stored value for a to �4,
press [A] . Follow similar steps to change b.
In the screen here, a has been changed to value �4 and b to value 2.5.

d. Again, enter both expressions into the Home screen, pressing 
after each to see if they have the same value.

e. Repeat steps c and d for other variable values.

This example shows that 5a4b3 � 3a3b5 is equivalent to 15a7b8.
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Note 6B • Equivalent Expressions (continued) TI-83 and TI-83/84 Plus

(continued)

Using Lists to Compare Expressions with More Than One Variable
Using list names as your variables allows you to check many variable values at
the same time.

For example, follow these steps to check whether �
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� is equivalent to 3p3q2:

a. Enter a sequence, of say three values, into list L1 (see Note 1B). Then
enter a sequence of three values into list L2. The number of elements in
each list must be the same. Do not use 0 in either list. Since this
expression involves division by both variables, you will get an error
message if either variable is 0.

b. Enter each expression into the Home screen, substituting list L1 for p
and list L2 for q. Press after each expression. Compare the two
sequences of expression values to see if they are the same.

Even though the first expression value of each sequence is 3, the other two
pairs of expression values do not match. Therefore, �
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� is not equivalent
to 3p3q2.

Note 6C • Scientific Notation

When your calculator is in normal mode (as it usually is), it displays some
numbers in expanded notation and some numbers in scientific notation. Any
number between 0.0001 (1 � 10�4) and 10,000,000,000 (1 � 1010) or between
�0.0001 (�1 � 10�4) and �10,000,000,000 (�1 � 1010) is displayed in
expanded form. A number greater than 1 � 1010 or less than �1 � 1010 and a
number within 1 � 10�4 of zero is displayed in scientific notation. There is no
way to set the calculator to display these numbers in expanded notation.

With your calculator in normal mode, any number can be entered in scientific
notation form. To enter a number in scientific notation, locate the EE command
above the comma key. Enter a number, press [EE], and then enter the
power of ten.

2nd

ENTER
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Note 6C • Scientific Notation (continued) TI-83 and TI-83/84 Plus

To have your calculator display all numbers in standard scientific notation,
press , arrow to Sci, and press . Now any number, regardless of size
or form, will appear in scientific notation.

Note 6D • BOUNCE and PENDULUM Programs

Attach the motion sensor to the calculator and run either the BOUNCE or the
PENDULUM program. The data will be collected in lists L1 and L2, and when the
data collection is complete, a stat plot will be displayed on the calculator screen.

ENTERMODE

You can also use the EasyData App to collect these data. See Note 3B/App
for help.


